How to Enjoy Hokkaido ‘%

How to enjoy Hokkaido on the cheap! Tips for visitors from abroad!
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One advantage to growing up in California was that | was able to see many excellent theatrical
performances. Among those, | experienced two types of yagai-geki (open-air theater). The first type is traditional— a
geki (play) by Shakespeare at a small enkei-gekijou (amphitheater) which is, of course, outdoors. A completely
different type was the Renaissance Faire. This is a large festival celebrating the English Renaissance. There |
experienced plays, music, ningyou-geki (puppet shows), and other entertainment of that period. The artists—and
most guests—dressed in costumes of the 1500’s. The fair was an immersive experience long before kosupure
(cosplay) existed. Somewhere in-between these two types of theater are historical dramas, which have become
popular worldwide. Historical dramas present local history by amachua (amateur) actors in a natural setting. They
often feature music, dance, and other spectacles such as sword-fighting. If you love such entertainment, then please
visit Hakodate. Hakodate’s yagai-geki (open-air theater) premiered in 1988, and it now hosts the largest historical play
in Japan. This hour-long spectacle of Hakodate history is supported by about 1,500 local residents of almost all ages,
from Grade 5 in elementary school on up! Three cheers for the volunteer performers who speak their lines, sing,
dance, and do sword-fighting. And thumbs up for the volunteer staff behind the scenes who wrote the serifu (dialog),
created costumes, set up the venue, and much more. Luckily, there is no language barrier, thanks to a free douji
tsuuyaku (simultaneous interpretation) system, so you can use your smartphone to access audio or subtitles. This
year's play unfolds in about ten scenes, beginning in the Jomon period. It celebrates the kaifuku-ryoku (resilience) of
the people of southern Hokkaido who overcame repeated hardships such as wars and fires. The play introduces you
to figures who impacted the city of Hakodate, from Perry who arrived in 1854, to Carl Raymon (1894-1987) who
introduced the habit of eating kakou-niku (processed meat) such as sausages to Japan. Performances at the
Ichinohashi Square in Goryokaku Park: Sun. 7/6, 7/13, 7/20, and 7/27; 16:00-17:00. Performances at the Hakodate-shi
Geijitsu-hooru (Hakodate Performing Arts Center): Sat. 8/9; 18:00-19:00 and Sun. 8/10; 15:00-16:00. Advance tickets:
SHS and over ¥1,000; JHS and younger ¥500; Same-day tickets: SHS and over ¥1,200; JHS and younger ¥600. @

HANBERISBIHE- ARBTRLHITRAEDE B T KIRAFL R (REAUTAIL =T EEN. TR
HREOCATEETRHCR, SEPERERIAALERGRIEIE . EREOREET TIE. 5L [ T FEPL EEEL.1983FELSILMIEE, LBERE
EERICIEN1,500 A\DHETRN SILET, ZDRD [TTRAIE HEFHE | 1988FEDNIELK. ED KEBERR.)

) LR RE DI AERE S BECRERNRAREOREERIEL>TVET, WEOELEEHM LTINS Born in California, Suzanne Yonesaka received her
(CSEIB7AGHE(B) &V BB, S5AE2100EEC. MINBEARICLEDD—ILIES BA in French and her MA in English, and has lived
(1894-1987) R&IIUHET FHEERL ER ICAZS L BES 2 - AWM BN EIET BRIORB @RS X in Sapporo continuously since 1983. She is
TLD HBIHHEANOR D, FIFEIHEP RFHRED T KUCEBIHIRAR Y IMEZEZE, professor emeritus in the Faculty of Humanities at
Hokkai-Gakuen University.




