How to Enjoy Hokkaido “/ft

How to enjoy Hokkaido on the cheap! Tips for visitors from abroad!
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' Bright White Winter Nights

“Suittchi on!” (“Switch on the lights!”) A cheer rang out in Sapporo’s Odori Park as a
chuushotekina (abstract) representation of a Christmas tree was lit up by 1,048 light bulbs. It was
December 12, 1981. Sapporo’s Snow Festival was already a big tourism attraction, and summer tourism
was popular. However, the tourism industry’s goal was to use Hokkaido’s four seasons to increase
year-round tourism. One question was how to encourage tourism to Hokkaido in early winter. The
solution—Sapporo’s White lllumination—was inspired by the famous lighting up of the Christmas tree at
Rockefeller Center in New York City. A huge triangle resembling a giant Christmas tree was illuminated
with white lights evoking snow. Five years later, an incredible 134,063 light bulbs were used to decorate
various shapes, and the event was awarded two prizes. As time passed, the celebration grew even
further, taking place at multiple kajjo (sites). In the 2000's, it started to include power generated from
biodiesel and solar panels. In 2017, the White lllumination was selected by tour guides who specialized
in night views as Nihon San-dai frumineeshon, one of the top three illuminations in Japan. Recently, the
White lllumination uses around 750,000 LED lights of various colors to illuminate a variety of shapes. This
year, the 44th White lllumination opens on Nov. 22 at five sites. The Odori kajjois six blocks of Odori Park,
from West-1 to West-6, including the 23rd Myunhen Kurisumasu Ichi (Munich Christmas Market) in
Sapporo at West-2. This site is open through Dec. 25. At the Eki-mae-dori kaijo, the main street that runs
from Odori Park to JR Sapporo Station is illuminated until Feb 11. Three other downtown kaijo are
illuminated until March 14. These are: Minami-ichi-jo (South-1) street; Sapporo Kita-san-jo Plaza, also
called Akapura, at North-3; and Sapporo Eki Minami-guchi Hiroba (JR Sapporo Station South Exit Plaza).
Sapporo residents appreciate White lllumination for making these darkest nights of the year cheerful and
bright! Visitors to Hokkaido will also appreciate the opportunities to create beautiful photos. The sites are
very easy to access, but do wear warm outerwear and safe boots as it can be icy underfoot. (U]
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