How to Enjoy Hokkaido (=)=

How to enjoy Hokkaido on the cheap! Tips for visitors from abroad!

Since 1933, many people have enjoyed okashi (sweets) made by Rokkatei in Hokkaido. But did
you know that Rokkatei is also deeply involved in the cultural life of Hokkaido? To see this spirit in action,
visit the village of Nakasatsunai and its Rokkatei Aato Virgjji (Art Village). Follow the wooden path through
cedar woods to small art museums. Each art space is unique—whether modern architecture, an
ishizukuri no kura (stone warehouse), or a restored kominka (thatched farmhouse)—and each museum
houses works from a single artist. The result is that you feel as if you are drawn directly into each artist’s
unigue vision and style. Here | describe four of the museums to give you an idea of the variety of art that
you can experience. Junsaku Koizumi (1924-2012) created masterpieces of nihonga (Japanese-style
painting) and ceramic art. In his museum, there are preliminary drawings for a temple’s ceiling and
fusuma (sliding doors). For a completely different art experience, visit the museum for Mizumaru Anzai
(1942-2014), a well-known illustrator. As another example, | was amazed at the blending of genjitsu to
kioku (reality and memory) in the works of Masami Mano (1958-), a painter who lives in Tokachi. Mano
paints scenes that bring back memories of his childnood. After sketching and photographing on-site, it
takes him three to twelve months to complete each saimitsu-na-gikou (detailed) painting. | also loved the
realistic landscape paintings of Tomohiro Momose (1957-). These extraordinary paintings yobiokosu
(evoke) vivid skies, dazzling light, and the smell of the wind. In this way, Rokkatei Art Village appeals to
a variety of artistic tastes. (Museums and garden: Open from approximately the end of April to the end
of October; Closes this year on October 28. Fridays-Sundays and holidays, 10:00-16:00; Free. Please
confirm on website calendar.) After visiting these and the other remaining museums, you will appreciate
a delicious meal made with kisetsu no shokuzai (seasonal ingredients) at Restaurant Poroshiri.
(11:00-15:00, L.O. 14:30; Same days as museums but closed Fridays.) After an outing here, you will
appreciate Rokkatei not only for the taste of its sweets, but for its taste in art! (U]
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EE(BAER) PEREE CEER) SOMFRERRU4DDEMEEE, REKIL (15X —5—) P+BETE Born in California, Suzanne Yonesaka received her
FEDER BFIEEXSOERERTLIDODIERIE. ANEM TOBREFIEERET L AN N RIEL BA in French and her MA in English, and has lived
TWET,, EMEEFRERBARECETRR. BEVDOBEEERICADEFERICE->TVBIET. LUE in Sapporo continuously since 1983. She is
SOHFTERIRETEDRRIC MO ZHNBIREZIR YN, EoeHBIHRUICANET, professor emeritus in the Faculty of Humanities at
Hokkai-Gakuen University.
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