How to Enjoy Hokkaido ‘f/ft

How to enjoy Hokkaido on the cheap! Tips for visitors from abroad!

el
Relaxing, romantic rosesik &

For a relaxing—and perhaps romantic—day trip, | recommend visiting lwamizawa Kouen
Bara-en (lwamizawa Park Rose Garden). The rose garden is only one part of the park, which also
contains Hokkaido Greenland amusement park, a campground, and other facilities. This rose garden
is the largest in Hokkaido, with over 8300 bara (rose bushes) and hamanasu (rugosa rose bushes),
comprising about 630 hinshu (varieties). Roses can be viewed from mid-June to mid-July and from
mid-September to mid-October, but of course, the season depends on the climate and weather for that
year. The beautifully planted garden is carefully feiresareta (maintained) with the help of volunteers. |
advise you to plan for more time that you would expect. Because the grounds are quite vast, you will
need some time to explore them and discover what is in bloom. You might want to start by visiting the
indoor garden and general information center, Shikisaikan. (SHS and older: ¥150; JHS: ¥50; Visitors
with a Hokkaido Greenland ticket stub: free) Then, walk the rasen (spiral) path of the main rose garden
with “hybrid tea roses”. These have long, elegant, pointed tsubomi (buds) in many colors. There are
also “grandiflora roses” that bloom continuously. Sit on a bench to enjoy the charming view of
“climbing roses” planted in stands and arches. Next, visit the Old Rose Path garden which has
varieties of roses that existed before 1867! Each of these fragrant “old roses” is carefully labeled. |
was fortunate enough to visit with a friend who has grown old roses and has a hyakkajiten-tekina
(encyclopedic) knowledge of them. She was delighted to meet a few varieties she had never seen
before! Before leaving the park, be sure to stop by Le Ciel Rose Shop in the rest house. You can find
all sorts of souvenirs with a rose theme: bara-moyou (rose-patterned) teacups and bags, bara-no-kaori
(rose-scented) soaps and oils, and more. By now, you will have a good appetite. | recommend a
leisurely and delicious ltalian lunch at Pizzeria Lucci, sitting in the outside seating if you are so inclined.
(Rose garden hours: 9:00-17:00; May be extended depending on the season. Admission: Free) @
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