How to Enjoy Hokkaido ‘%

How to enjoy Hokkaido on the cheap! Tips for visitors from abroad!

Step back in time

For Japanese and overseas visitors alike, the Motomachi (Old Town) area of the city of Hakodate is a
hikken (must-see) spot. You'll find plenty of historical sights, fun shopping, and amazing food all over Hakodate,
but Motomachi is certainly a good place for starting to get a sense of the city. lts steep hills overlook the harbor,
bringing to mind tourist spots such as San Francisco and Nagasaki. What a wonderful place to stroll around! Its
streets are lined with buildings that blend kako no (old-time) Japanese and Westermn kenchiku (architecture).
Anywhere you look is a perfect photo opportunity, so you might see some visitors dressed up in old-fashioned
Western clothes or kimono for photos. Adding to Motomachi's foreign atmosphere are its churches, such as the
Hakodate Harisutosu Seikyoukai (Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church of Hakodate). Completed in 1916, itis an
excellent example of Russian bizanchin (Byzantine) architecture. Be sure to step inside to view the ikon (icons)
that shine with gold in the usugurai (dimly-lit) church. There are too many historical buildings to describe here, so
| introduce only a few. The last time | took a visitor to Motomachi, we really enjoyed exploring the
Kyuu-Hakodate-ku-Koukaidou (Old Public Hall of Hakodate Ward). It was built in 1910 and designated as a
national important cultural property in 1974. Itis now one of the city’s leading tourist attractions, with about 150,000
visitors yearly!  The building is stunning—a beautiful slate-blue with yellow trim.  The interior has gorgeous
furnishings such as high ceilings, elegant fumiture, and decorative wallpaper. Be sure to check out the view of the
harbor from the balcony. A costume rental service even allows visitors to experience the glamor of society at the
time.  (Apri-October: Tuesday-Friday 9:.00-18:00; Saturday-Monday 9:00-19:00; November-March:
9:00-17:00; Adults: ¥300, Others: ¥150). After that, drop by the Hakodate-shi Kyuu-igirisu Ryoujikan (Former
British Consulate of Hakodate) to view the exhibits. (Apri-October: 9:00-19:00; November-March: 9:00-17:00;
Adults ¥300, Others ¥150). Or visit both buildings for only ¥500!  While you are there, | recommend relaxing over
the delicious traditional afternoon tea set at the tea room that overlooks the rose garden (10:00-18:00; last order
17:00). After a day spent stepping back in time, you will be ready for Hakodate nightlife! (U]

U RIBEDFEEH T BHE- T TV 7 ORERA V=KIFIHFL R CKEAYTAIL=TEFA, TR
timEE R 2N EEE T, P TOBEENREN P RE SR/ LOHL I BN ETATIEET T P REEL1983ErSILRE M. LEXE
DEFAIVT T ARZRVMNI[EEENUARZEHZ | 1860FICHA OO 7 ERSREEL TRILE RPN FBBELR)

W EELPOAXBEIEERTANCEICEETIREENTRLEL/ 1974FICHENEELIHIEE Born in California, Suzanne Yonesaka received her
S BETRABEEERMIST AN IIET F—LRO/INEE+FROEMHY BEE KNI BFRE D BA in French and her MA in English, and has lived
WEAWBRERREE T OEBENEL EERBIHETCPHAERERKEN LR ESICHELE in Sapporo continuously since 1983. She is
o ITERICE [HHF ] OBHTHLEN. [BADERAZ100E [ ISHRESN/EOEFLIETT, professor emeritus in the Faculty of Humanities at
Hokkai-Gakuen University.

8JepOYEH JO YoINyD XopoyuQ uoioaunsay AjoH



