How to Enjoy Hokkaido

How to enjoy Hokkaido on the cheap! Tips for visitors from abroad!
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Are you fascinated by kaseki (fossils)? Do you happen to be travelling in the Obihiro City area? If
so, please stop at nearby Makubetsu Town, where the Nauman-zou Kinenkan (Churui Naumann Elephant
Museum) tells an amazing story. In 1969, a workman was digging a ditch at a kouji-genba (construction site)
for afarm road. He came upon an unusual rock with a wavy pattern. Incredibly, he somehow realized that it
resembled an elephant tooth that he had seen pictured in a science textbook. After investigating,
researchers concluded that it was indeed the fossil of a tooth—from a nauman-zou (Naumann elephant).
The Naumann elephant is a prehistoric elephant that inhabited Japan until about 24,000 years ago. It was
about the same height as today’s Asian elephant. This animal was named for the German geologist who, in
1882, first reported on the fossils that had been discovered about twenty years earlier. Naumann elephant
fossils have since been found at around 300 sites throughout Japan. The oldest of these fossils date back to
around 330,000 years ago! That is when the Naumann elephant ikou-shita (migrated) from mainland Asia to
Japan across a prehistoric land bridge. As for the workman’s historic discovery, it put the little village of
Churui on the map. Researchers, teachers, and students came from all over Japan to participate in the
hakkutsu (excavations). They discovered enough fossils to account for 70 to 80% of the entire skeleton. It
was finally possible to saikouchiku (reconstruct) a complete Naumann’s elephant! The Churui Naumann
Elephant Museum was opened in August 1988. A model of the completed skeleton can be seen at this
museum and at 21 other museums worldwide. The award-winning museum building refers to the Naumann
elephant in various ways. For example, the front entrance resembles an elephant’s head. When you visit, be
on the lookout for other connections! (Daily 9:00-17:00; Closed Tuesdays (Wednesday if Tuesday is a
holiday) and New Year's holidays; NOTE: Closed for renovations 2/29 to 3/19; Adults and SHS: ¥300, JHS
and Elementary: ¥200). Onthe way back, drop by the roadside station Michinoeki Churui to pick up a unique
local specialty—snacks made with yurine (edible lily bulbs). That might be quite a discovery for you, too! @
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DI EEESPIFIC REAPSHRE PHED. FESPEE - TRFBADZTO XN BE. KRB LEE Born in California, Suzanne Yonesaka received her
ELBR46EOIERERRLEL RERERN21 sFRDEMETE EBIRDETEE N BRI TV BA in French and her MA in English, and has lived
FIH BERTHO TETICKRIILA-DEFERNEITT, bEACCDRZEIE LEHPORZEF IV ROEE in Sapporo continuously since 1983. She is
AA=IUITHA AL TVET  SVBBFAN EDPRA L DI EZA LN SBETI0OHEALTLLI, professor emeritus in the Faculty of Humanities at
Hokkai-Gakuen University.
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