How to Enjoy Hokkaido “/f
How to enjoy Hokkaido on the cheap! Tips for visitors from abroad!
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Fire and Ice

In winter, towns all over Hokkaido host various winter festivals. Snow and ice, both natural
and choukoku-sareta (sculpted), are often beautifully illuminated with colored lights. Here, however,
| introduce a winter event where the main source of light is rousoku (candles). The aisu kyandoru
myuujiamu (lce Candle Museum) takes place in February in Shimokawa town in northern Hokkaido.
It is a celebration of ice candles, and this year marks the fiftieth time it is held! But first, what is an ice
candle? You may have never seen one unless you have experienced winter in a cold place like
Hokkaido. To make an ice candle, you put a bucket of water outside at night when the temperature
is -16 C or lower. The water will partly freeze into a han-tomei (translucent) youki (container) that is
shaped like a bucket. Put a candle inside and lightit. Like a hounou (votive) candle in a church, the
ice candle will produce a warm, soft light. As for this year’s Ice Candle Museum, outdoor events such
as the ice candle display take place at Nigiwai-no-Hiroba plaza and indoor events are held at the
adjacent machi okoshi sentaa (town information center), Komorebi. The events include food and
souvenir booths, a stamp rally, live music, and a photo contest. But what really makes the Ice Candle
Museum so special is that Shimokawa’s shops and homes have a deep-rooted custom of lighting ice
candles. Visitors can enjoy the magical atmosphere of ice candles throughout the entire town. After
visiting the Ice Candle Museum, | think you will understand the igi (significance) of its name. Ice will
melt and candles will burn out, but the warmth of the ice candles will remain in the museum of your
heart. (February 10 and 11; 17:00 to 20:00). While visiting Shimokawa Town, you might want to stop
by Sakuragaoka Park, which is known for a structure called the Mini Banri-no-Chojo, a mini-version of
the Great Wall of China. This 2-kilometer-long wall is made of over 150,000 stones. It was hand-built,
stone by stone, by the locals over a period of 15 years. Like the Ice Candle Museum, it also shows
the warm support that Shimokawa residents have for their town. (U]
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MTULAHDT REMTHETIIENEARICEIZDT I RXr RV EEDHEVNDhTVET, Born in California, Suzanne Yonesaka received her
SHERNCEDVOERE] [EF5HIL X 2—2ELE | TRESNETH A ORIGE TIIa<ET 24 TT BA in French and her MA in English, and has lived
A ZF v RIVDLIBEREEL LT EN TE ANIZ—2 3> IV EMREIDBN LB LD VET, in Sapporo continuously since 1983. She is
BAERIE2R108 (L) -118(A) . MBEH1 78 ~208F, professor emeritus in the Faculty of Humanities at
Hokkai-Gakuen University.




